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M inutes of SMAC meeting, January 4th, 2005 
 

Tonight’s meeting was held at the Asbury United 
Methodist Church in North Hampton. Club President 
Jeff Traub called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 
There were approximately 38 members in atten-
dance. 
 
Secretary’s Report: The report was read by Club 
Secretary Joe Ferrara. The report was then accepted 
as read. 
 
Treasurer’ s Report: The report was read by Club 
Treasurer Tom Minnich. The report was then ac-
cepted as read. Tom also stated the raffle fund is cur-
rently empty from last month’s drawing and the 
membership stands at 50 paid members. Tom also 
stated that in order to keep your membership current, 
the annual dues should be paid no later than the Feb-
ruary meeting. 
 

Old Business 
 

Safety training: Due to lack of interest for the mo-
ment, Clem Schmid stated that the issue of safety 
training is on hold until further notice. 
 

New Business 
 

Increase in donation to Asbury United Methodist 
Church: It’s been noted that meeting facilities are 
getting harder and harder to find. A proposal was 
made it increase SMAC’s donation to the Asbury 
United Methodist Church to $200.00/year to cover 
any expenses that they might have to incur. The 
membership voted unanimously to allow the in-
crease. 
 
Paint Ball Event: Since we still have the target air-
plane and there was club interest in holding another 
paint ball event, a proposal was made to grant au-
thority to the Board to schedule another such outing. 
The Board will determine when the best time will be 
for the event and get back with the membership. 
 
Electr ic Contest: A discussion was held on having 
the club sponsor an electric plane fun fly for later 
this year. Likewise, a proposal was made to grant 
authority to the Board to schedule another such out-
ing and the members voted for the proposal. 

Mall Show: Due to a last minute scheduling con-
flict, the annual March Mall Show has been moved 
to the dates of 8-10 April. 
 
Web Site: Paul Rueger stated that the annual web 
site hosting fees and domain name registration fees 
are coming due and asked the club for authority to 
reimburse him if he pays them directly. The club 
granted approval for Paul to go ahead with this. 
 
Audit of club financial records: Neil Perkins and 
Jeff Joos will conduct an audit of the club’s finan-
cial records as this hasn’t been done in a while. 
 
Indoor Flying: Although the complete schedule has 
not yet been firmed up, we will tentatively begin 
indoor flying of electric models at the Clark State 
gym beginning on January 5th. Further details will 
follow. 
 
January Board meeting: Jeff Traub stated that all 
open issues have been addressed and that a Board 
meeting for this month is not necessary. The Board 
will meet next in February. 
 
Monthly presentation: Bob Braun gave a presenta-
tion on using Depron foam to construct a model air-
plane. Bob showed that it doesn’t take an awful lot 
of time or money to get a model flying, just an Ex-
acto knife, some inexpensive BLUECORE Ex-
truded Polystyrene Sheet Foam and a vivid imagi-
nation. He then constructed an airplane from scratch 
in about 20 minutes to demonstrate how simple it 
really is. Thanks for the show, Bob! 
 
At the conclusion of the regular meeting, the 50/50 
raffle was held and Chad South (again!) was the 
winner of the $16.00 prize. There being no further 
business, a motion to close the meeting was made. 
The meeting was closed by President Jeff Traub at 
8:11 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted By Club Secretary 
Joe Ferrara 
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Replacing Engine Ball Bearings 
 
The following is gleaned from many sources, in-
cluding experience, reading, and recommenda-
tions from bearing suppliers. 
 
New bearings are provided with shields on both 
sides. The rear shield must be removed on the 
front bearing, and both shields should be removed 
on the rear bearing. This is best done by making a 
small hole in the shield and carefully removing 
them with a small, sharp pointed instrument, such 
as an awl. 
 
To remove the old bearings, disassemble the en-
gine down to the crankcase with a crankshaft. 
Place the crankcase in the oven and heat to 350 
degrees. Don’t use a torch as the case can become 
distorted (or worse, melted). 
 
Place the new bearings in a plastic bag in the re-
frigerator. The difference in the coefficients of 
expansion and contraction will cause the crank-
case to expand to its maximum size and the new 
bearings to shrink. 
 
After you have heated the crankcase, remove it 
from the oven (remember, it’s hot). Gently tap the 
case on a wooden board until the old bearings fall 
out. Now, install the new bearings. Remember, 
the shield is forward on the front bearing, and the 
rear bearing has no shield. This ensures adequate 
flow of lubrication. All you have to do now is find 
the rest of the pieces and lubricate and reassemble 
the engine. No additional break-in should be re-
quired. 
 
Note: Smaller, lower priced engines are frequently 
equipped with sleeve bearings rather than ball 
bearings. Do not attempt to replace sleeve bear-
ings. 
 
From The Beacon 
Via Propwash 
Heart of Texas Miniature 
Aircraft Club, Inc. 
John Hill, editor 
Chilton TX 

Rules for being Human 
 
1) You will receive a body. You may like it or hate 

it, but it’s yours to keep for the entire period. 
2) You will learn lessons. You are enrolled in a full-

time school called “ life.”  
3) There are no mistakes, only lessons. Growth is a 

process of trial, error, and experimentation. The 
“ failed”  experiments are as much a part of the 
process as the experiments that ultimately “work.” 

4) Lessons are repeated until they are learned. A les-
son will be presented to you in various form until 
you have learned it. When you have learned it, 
you go on to the next lesson. 

5) Learning lessons does not end. There’s no part of 
life that doesn’t contain its lessons. If you’re alive, 
that means there are still lessons to be learned. 

6) “There”  is no better place than “here.”  When your 
“there”  has become a “here,”  you will simply ob-
tain another “there”  that will again look better 
than “here.”  

7) Other people are merely mirrors of you. You can-
not love or hate something about another person 
unless it reflects something you love or hate about 
yourself. 

8) What you make of your life is up to you. You 
have all the tools and resources you need. What 
you do with them is up to you. The choice is 
yours. 

9) Your answers lie within you. The answers to life 
lie within you. All you need to do is look, listen, 
and trust. 

10) You will forget all of this. 
 
From Wingflaps 
Windom Eagles Model Airplane Club 
Bob Byers, editor 
Windom MN 
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Calendar of Events 
                                              
  1 February 2005 SMAC Club Meeting 7:30 PM 
       Location: Asbury United Methodist Church 
                         104 E. Clark St. (Rte #41) 
                         Nor th Hampton, Ohio 
 
15 February 2005 SMAC Board Meeting 7:00 PM 
       Location: Home of Jeff Traub 
                       2665 Lindair Dr., Springfield, Ohio 
 
  1 March 2005 SMAC Club Meeting 7:30 PM 
       Location: Asbury United Methodist Church 
                        104 E. Clark St. (Rte #41) 
                        Nor th Hampton, Ohio 
 
15 March 2005 SMAC Board Meeting 7:00 PM 
        Location: Home of Jeff Traub 
                         2665 Lindair Dr., Springfield, Ohio 
 
1, 2, 3 April 2005  51st Toledo R/C Show 
        Location: SeaGate Center 
                        401 Jefferson Ave 
                        Toledo, Ohio 43604 
 
 5 Apr il 2005 SMAC Club Meeting 7:30 PM 
       Location: Asbury United Methodist Church 
                         104 E. Clark St. (Rte #41) 
                         Nor th Hampton, Ohio 
 
 Apr il 8-10, 2005 SMAC Mall Show 
       Location: Upper Valley Mall 
                         Spr ingfield, Ohio 

Setup: Thursday 7 Apr il (9:00 PM) 

 M IG-29 Fulcrum 

MIG farewell tour.  Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. — This MiG-
29 Fulcrum flown by Lt. Col. Tom Hahn, squadron com-
mander of Germany’s Fighter Wing 73 “Steinhoff,”  flies over 
the Gulf of Mexico during a training exercise. The German 
MiG’s were hosted by the 53rd Wing during various training 
missions. Unlike previous visits to the U.S. for training, this 
deployment provides German pilots the opportunity to fly 
live-fire missions against both full-scale QF-4 drones and sub-
scale drones.  This MiG had a particularly colorful paint 
scheme for their “Farewell USA” tour.  The Germans are tran-
sitioning to the new Eurofighter and this will be the last trip 
for the MiGs to the U.S. (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. 
Michael Ammons) 
 
 More than 25 countries have the MiG-29’s.  The U.S. bought 
21 in 1997, 14 of which are the frontline Fulcrum C’s, which 
contain an active radar jammer in its spine.  

“ OK you Scratch Builders out there— Can you top this?”  
From: Bill Pendergrass (SMTP: rzbill@hotmail.com) 
Gentlemen:  Don’t worry, this is not an add for Soobs, Wankels, Diesels or turbines. While I was wishing I 
was at Mattatuck this past weekend, I visited a local scale modeling show to pass a little time. I saw some-
thing that “almost”  made up for it and felt it had to be shared with the rest of the meat eaters in this group. It 
was a FUNCTIONAL 1/12 scale Mer lin V12. It had everything. The blower, dual mags, fuel injection 
lines (really!) and the prop gearbox. I do mean functional too. This engine really runs! It took the builder 11 
years to complete. What a labor!  

“Frank Dalie furnished this article”  


